Platelet aggregation is not essential for xenograft rejection.
Five rabbit kidneys were perfused at 80 mm Hg with heparinized human blood, five with platelet poor human blood, and five with human blood added prostacyclin. Time until blood flow decreased to 2 ml/min was significantly delayed by removal of platelets or addition of prostacyclin. Histological examination did not reveal any difference between the groups. It is concluded that platelets play an enhancing role, but they are not essential for xenograft rejection.